2010 Summer Reading for Grades 7 & 8

Dear 7th & 8th Grade Students and Parents,
With the academic school year closing, I wish you a happy and healthy summer.  St. Andrew’s English Language Arts Standards, in conjunction with the State of New York, require that students read at least 25 books each year.  Such reading should represent a diverse collection of material from different literary forms and different writers.  
In order to reach these standards, students are required to read three books over the summer break.  The required summer reading will be found on the ELA page by logging onto www.saintandrewavellino.com.  NO PAPER COPY WILL BE SENT HOME.  IT IS YOUR CHILD’S RESPONSIBILITY PRINT OUT A COPY OF THE PAGE!!!  This assignment breaks down to reading one book every three-four weeks. 
When the students return to school in September, they will write a summary, be given a quiz or complete a post-reading assignment on each of the books that were read.  In light of this, it is strongly advised that students take notes so that the story’s time, setting, characters, plot, and theme can be easily reviewed.  If they are required to write a summary, only an outline will be permitted in class!!!  Anything other than an outline will be taken away.  The outline must be hand written!!
On the ELA page you will also find a list of the books your child will be reading during the course of the year.  All books will be read and discussed in class.  On occasion, your child may have a couple of chapters to read for homework in lieu of a written assignment.  Students may be quizzed on material they had to read for homework.  At the end of each trimester, all quiz grades will be added up and be counted as one test grade.  Upon completion of each book, students will be given a post-reading assignment based on the book.  This is done during one English class.  Students must have books by the first of each month.  No excuses will be accepted for not having the books when they are needed since you are being given ample advanced notice.
In addition to the books on the list, students will be required to independently read one book per trimester.  The genre of those books can also on the ELA page.  Students will then complete an assignment based on the book they read.  This will be done in class!!  No graded writing assignments will ever be done at home.  

You will find a copy of the supply list for the 2010 – 2011 school year on the 8-1, 8-2, and 7th grade page.  Your child is expected to have all supplies on the first day of school!!

All other relevant information for next year will be handed out at Parent Orientation in September.  
Happy reading!  Enjoy the summer!  See you in September!
Sincerely, Miss Quinn
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